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I’M GETTING
TIRED OF THIS- THIS
ENDS Now!

NEVER DEFEAT
ME!

CHANNEL
CITY WILL BE-
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Channel Ci
CommunityMemorialHostp}i,

HEY, DID | MISS
MUCH?

NO HE JUST
FELL ASLEEP-

HE 1S SO
BEAUTIFUL -

WHAT SHOULD WE
CALL HM?

WELL,
IT/S FUNNY THAT
YOU ASKED.- T WAS
HOPING THAT WE i
COULD NAME HIM }
AFTER A CHARACTER |
FROM MY FAVORITE
SUNDAY COMIC STRIP
"KEVIN AND

TOBBES”.

NAME FOR OUR

WELCOME
TO THE WORLD,

5 N CARTER.
iz
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COLORIST BY AZZEDAR RANTHALION
COVER BY CALVIN NYE AND AZZEDAR EANTHALION




KATHY, YOU HAVE TO
SEE THIS!

&_

ONE YEAR LATER

I DON/T HAVE A
CAMERA. ..

.--S0 FLY DOWN
HERE IF YOU WANT TO) filpa i WAY TO 6O
SEE THIS.

I~




\\ 'g/ﬁoﬂ, GET

S —  DOWN HERE!
Sy

-z

KEVIN,
YOU'LL HURT
YOURSELF!

THIS IS EVEN
BETTER-

U
e HE 1S GOING TO BE
St A PERFECT ADDITION
TO OUR SUPERHERD
FAMILY-
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l HONEY, LET’S G6O-

WE'RE GOING TO BE

“MoMMY* .

L COME ON, SAY

WHAT’S THE
MATTER?

COME ON. SAY
MOMMY, PLEASE.

JAMES, I'M
CONCERNED ABOUT
OUR SON.- KEVIN
BARELY SAYS A WORD
AND HE DOESN'T EVEN
REACT TO HIS
NAME.

I’M SURE
HE’S JUST A HE IS JUEST

LATE BLOOMER,
KATHY.-
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AT THE GUILD OF
JUSTICE, A TRIAL
TAKES PLACE-

GOOD AFTERNOON. I'M
DOCTOR ARTHUR GRANSEN.-
I’M THE CARTER FAMILY'S
DOCTOR.-

IN MY
PROFESSION, T
SPECIALIZED IN THE CARE

OF HUMAN BEINGS WHO
POSSESS SUPER
HUMAN ABILITIES-

I ALSO SPECIALIZED
IN HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY,
AND BEHAVIORAL COGNITION
TO HELP HUMANS' AND
HEROES' MENTAL
STATE-

I NOTICED SPECIFIC
BEHAVIORS THAT SEEMED TO

I HAD A FEW ONE-ON-
ONE EVALUATION

SESSIONS WITH KEVIN
CARTER WHEN HE WAS
FOUR AND FIVE YEARS

UNUSUAL - - -

HE SHOWS THE FOLLOWING
CHARACTERISTICS: AVOIDING EYE
CONTACT WITH THE SPEAKER.- - -




DISPLAYS DIFFICULTIES
WHEN INTERACTING WITH

SUSTAINED, UNUSUAL,
REPETITIVE PLAY, SUCH AS
ROTATING OBJIECTS- - -

ALONE. . .

OTHERS OR PREFERS TO BE

ALSO DISPLAYS
INAPPROPEIATE RESPONSES
TO SPECIFIC SOUNDS- - -

HE ALSO SHOWS NO FEAR OF |
REAL DANGER, WHICH CAN F"
CAUSE DANGER TO HIMSELF-
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- OR TO OTHEES-




BY LOOKING AT THESE
RESULTS, I HAVE
CONCLUDED THAT KEVIN
CARTER HAS AUTISM.

FORTUNATELY, HE IS
HIGH FUNCTIONING, WHICH
MEANS HE’S HIGH ON THE
SPECTRUM. SO HE SHOULD

BE ABLE TO HAVE A
RELATIVELY NORMAL LIFE

WITH MINIMAL
ASSISTANCE-

BUT THAT’S
NOT THE REASON
FOR THIS MEETING,
1S1T?

CAN'T PO

THAT IS RIGHT. DUE TO 1
THE RECENT ;
DIAGNOSIS, THE GUILD
OF JUSTICE HEREBY
ORDERS THAT KEVIN
CARTER BE RELIEVED
OF HIS POWERS BY
POWER STERILE
INJECTION.

YOU DON'T HAVE A CHOICE IN THIS
MATTER. YOUR SON STANDS IN THE
VIOLATION OF THE KELLER LAW-
"BEINGS WITH DISABILITIES CANNOT]
TAKE ON ROLES OF JUSTICE,
VIGILANTES, OR HEROES."

AFTER THE ISAAC KELLER
INCIDENT, THE LAW WAS PUT
INTO EFFECT BY A
UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE
LEAGUE.

KEVIN CARTER MUST RECEIVE
THIS INJECTION BEFORE THE
WEEK IS OVER OR FACE THE

MATTER OF JUSTICE.

MEETING ADJOURNED.




IF | CAN DO
THIS?

CHOICE DO WE
HAVE JAMES?

[/ THEY WILL HUNT
US DOWN IF WE

-| RESIST- THERE'S
NO WAY AROUND
THIS.

CARTER RESIDENCE,
5 DAYS LATER

ELUEE] (EH]

HAS TO BE- KEVIN
1S THE ONLY
OFFSPRING WHO EVEN
HAS POWERS!

IF YOU DON'T

--- TTHINK T
HAVE A
SOLUTION-

IT'S CALLED
THE DE-POWER




BEFORE THE POWER
- f/ STERILE SHOT WAS MADE, WE
/ HAD THESE WATCHES THAT WouLD
2| V% , PERFORM THE SAME EFFECT,
77 BUT TEMPORARILY.
) 0
7 l : MOST WERE
. ‘ = 1 DESTROYED WHEN
y/4\ W/ { >\ Ulo 4 } THE SHOT WAS MADE-
v (e Q) (= NO ONE WOULD BE
: \ ﬁasus ow EEngNIZn—aEs
: : THIS NOW. T KEPT THI
VAV Wy WATCH JUST IN
- CASE.

—

I PROMISED TO HELP
OUT EVERYONE WITH OR
WITHOUT POWERS.-

BUT NOT LIKE

A WHILE AGO, MY
SON ALSO HAD
SUPERPOWERS, BUT HE
HAD A.L.D. AT 11 YEARS
OLD. THE GUILD FORCED
ME TO TAKE AWAY HIS
POWERS, BEFORE I
COULD FIX HIM.

WHY ARE You
DOING THIS?

N FOR NOw,
SET THE WATCH ON
CHILD LOCK AND KEEP IT
ON KEVIN AT ALL TIMES.-
LET/S SEE HOW WELL HE

I'LL FORGE
THE DOCUMENTS TO
GET THE GUILD OF
JUSTICE OFF YOUR
BACK.-

CAN FUNCTION AS A
7 // /. NORMAL KID, BEFORE
@ SHOWING HE HAS
alwy: POWERS.
// /// /i / 1] -
P
VIRl
// /
- \
@ =
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_7 ALRIGHT SON, §

HOW DID YOou
TAKE OFF THE
WATCH, AND WHAT
DID YOU DO?

YOu KNow

YOU'RE NOT
ALLOWED TO
TAKE THIS
OFF.

THE CAR WAS
STUCK. THEY  J
NEEDED HELP. /)

You CAN'T

THOUGHT I'M
SUPPOSED TO DO °
/ BOOD THINGS !y

D
'/ .‘ IPI:‘E" you

|

wmsomn.az’

THINKOF MEAS R
PISABLED KID?! |

=

T ousT
WANTED TO
HELP.

Look
AT ME WHEN
I’'M TALKING




— S~—

you
“aeriee ot sozey: ABNT
YOU'RE LUCKY THAT | AM
O GODIHOM: ABLE TO ABSORB THAT DISABLED! T'M
! ENERGY COULD KILL YOUR MOTHER!!  1/m
SOMEONE. SAYING
T THAT You

p Th SHOULD THINK
FIRST BEFORE

& 1] USING YOUR
) - \ POWERS AT
= AL

T ’.@Ao &

| /

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO! I HAVE
ALL THESE POWERS AND T CAN'T
7 USE THEM,
( BECAUSE I HAVE
% AUTISM. I DON'T EVEN

A KNOW HOW TO USE
o [ THEM RIGHT-

=

AM T JUST A LOST
CAUSE?

N
R

~

o § : I’M JusT
TTT ! e
il P ouhS SN ; WORRIED THAT
HAVE GREAT POWERS — Mls‘.’g&%’é“ﬁif BE
AND A GREAT -
V. EEEES TAKEN AWAY FROM
: ME.-

THAT’S WHY I DON'T
WANT YOU TO USE
YOUR POWERS.-

HOW
ABOUT THIS, T
wiLL TEACH YOU

HOW TO CONTROL
YOUR POWERS, SO
THAT YOU DON'T HAVE
ONE OF THESE
ouTBURSTS
AGAIN.-

BUT FOR
NOow, LETS
KEEP THE
WATCH ON.-
OKAY?




HEY GUYS, I 60T
ALL B’'S ON MY
REPORT CARD AGAIN-

éf
©

GREAT JoB
SON.

l

WELL I'M ouTt
OF HERE. I

DON'T THINK 'LL

BE OUT LATE.

BEFORE YOU 6O,
CAN WE HAVE A WORD
WITH YOoUu?

YEAH, WHAT'S




NOTHING'S ~ WE JUST WANT
WRONG.  TO TELL YOU THAT WE MEAN IT- IT
WE ARE PROUD OF HOW HAS BEEN ALMOST &
MUCH YOU HAVE YEARS SINCE YOU
IMPROVED OVER THE USED YOUR
YEARS-  WE DIDN'T EXPECT POWERS-

YOU TO DO SO WELL IN

LIFE.

SINCE THEN,

ACCOMPLISHED
SO MUCH-

IT MAY NOT
SEEM FAIR, BUT
WE’'RE PRETTY HAPPY
THAT YOU KEPT YOUR
POWERS A SECRET

FOR THIS LONG - -

I WISH I COuLD bo
MOR

I’'M HEADING ouT
TO THE MOVIES, LET
ME KNOW IF YOU CAN
PICK ME UP.




LATER THAT NIGHT- MAN, l'LL BE
STUCK HERE ALL

= MesSages

~Mom WELL IT 1S

lf Dag i ‘ NIGHTTIME, MAYBE T
Stoppin
villajn, ”ma
Stopping 3
take thoo, 2 fire.
home he bus

@), NO ONE IS

X HERE TO

HELP You
LADY-
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A\ / COME ONLADY

ﬂl »" S AL WE WANT IS A YEA WE

| A . WOULDN'T WANT
7 _ > : ANYONE TO GET

HUR-




i WHAT ARE YOU =3
1 sTuPD?

CINEMAS
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P V/M JUST YOUR
AVERAGE JOE
HERO

Z

T'VE
NEVER SEEN
YOU BEFORE.-
WHAT DO THEY
cALL You

BuT, I
RECOMMEND
YOu STILL
CALL THE
POLICE-

T THINK
EVERYTHING
1S STILL IN

THERE.
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WE KNOW WHAT YO
DID. THE COMMISSIONER
ASKED IF WE KNOwW ABOUT A
SUPERHUMAN RUNNING
AROUND IN STREET
CLOTHES.

Al

AFTER ALL THIS TIME WE
THOUGHT WE COULD TRUST YOU NOT TO
USE YOUR POWERS.- THE LAW STATES THAT NO
ONE ON THE AUTISTISM SPECTRUM CAN HAVE
SUPERPOWERS OR PERFORM THE ROLE OF
A SUPERHERO-

NOW THAT YOU'VE
DISOBEYED OUR ORDERS
AND BROKEN THE LAW, WHAT
DO YOU HAVE TO SAY FOR
YOURSELF?

YOU KNOW WHAT?Z I’M TIRED OF
PRETENDING TO BE NORMAL! I’'M
GIFTED WITH POWERS-I WOULD STILL TRY
TO HELP PEOPLE OUT EVEN IF T HAVE MY
POWERS TAKEN AWAY! T KNOW IT MIGHT BE
HARD TO UNDERSTAND, BUT I WAS BORN
FROM TWO SUPERHEROES.- SAVING IS IN MY
NATURE, IT/S IN MY BLOOD. T WILL SHOW
THE WORLD THAT ANYONE CAN BE A
HERO, EVEN IF THEY ARE DENIED
BEING ONE!




I HAD A
FEELING THAT
THIS WouLD
HAPPEN.

>

SON, IS A BASIC
HERO MASK. MANY
HEROES LIKE ME AND
YOUR MOTHER HAVE USED
THESE THEM TO
DISGUISE OUR
IDENTITIES.-

THE OPTION 1S
\_ /| YOURS TO DECIDE * WE CANNOT HAVE
HOW You wiLL YOU AS OUR
LOOK TO THE  SIDEKICK, BECAUSE
WORLD- THE GUILD OF
JUSTICE WILL GET
SUSPICIOUS,

BE CAREFUL WHEN
COMMUNICATING WITH OTHERS
AND TRY TO KEEP A LOW

V BUT THEY PROFILE- WE WILL HELP YoU
DON'T RAISE A AS MUCH AS WE CAN.
BROW WHEN A
ROUGE HERO WE CAN ALWAYS USE
COMES INTO PLAY ANOTHER HERO IN THIS CITY,
UNLESS HE AND WE ARE &LAD THAT IT IS

MAKES A Bl&G
SCENE-

YOU GUYS, I
PROMISE TO USE
THESE POWERS TO
PROTECT THE
PEOPLE AROUND
ME.




AND SO KEVIN CARTER BECAME
THE ROGUE HERO OF CHANNEL
CITY KNOWN A4S "JOE HERO” -

LITTLE DID HE KNOW THAT
BEING A SUPERHERO CAN
CREATE O BREAK THE HUMAN
SPIRIT- WHAT PERILS WILL HE
FACEZ

WILL HIS IDENTITY BE
REVEALEDZ WILL THE
GUILD OF JUSTICE
DISCOVER JOE HERO
HAS AUTISMZ

1S HE STRONG
ENOUGH TO WORK
ALONG SIDE SUCH
LEGENDARY HEROES
SUCH AS
AWESOME MAN
Or
STARWOMAN Z

FIND odT MOEE IN
THE NEXT ISSUE OF
JOE HERO




