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you’ll 
never defeat 

me!
channel 

city will be-

thanks, 
Awesome man

i’m getting
 tired of this. this 

ends now!



later that night.

hey, did i miss 
much?

no he just 
fell asleep.

what should we 
call him?

he is so 
beautiful.

Well,
 it’s funny that 

you asked. I was 
hoping that we 
could name him 

after a character 
from my favorite 

Sunday comic strip 
“KEVIN AND 
TOBBES”.

That sounds 
like a perfect 
name for our 

son. 
Welcome 

to the world, 
Kevin Carter.

comic by Calvin Nye
Colorist by Azzedar Ranthalion

cover by calvin Nye and Azzedar Ranthalion
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Kathy, you have to 
see this!

Kevin is finally 
walking.

One year later

I don’t have a 
camera...

…so fly down 
here if you want to 

see this.
way to go 

kid.

Upsie-
DAisey!

W H A T  T H E  
H E C K !



Son, get 
Down Here!

Kevin, 
you’ll Hurt 
yourself!

I 
Gotcha!

so much for 
walking huh?

are you kidding 
me? -

this is even 
better.

he is going to be 
a perfect addition 
to our superhero 

family.



honey, let’s go. 
We’re going to be 

late

Come on, say 
“mommy”.

Come on. say 
Mommy, Please.

what’s the 
Matter?

James, i’m 
concerned about 

our son. Kevin 
Barely says a word 
and he doesn’t even 

react to his 
name.

He’s Just a 
late bloomer, 

Kathy.

i’m sure 
he is just 

fine.

Kevin Carter, age 3



at the Guild of 
Justice, a trial 
takes place.

good afternoon. I’m 
Doctor Arthur Gransen. 
I’m the Carter Family’s 

doctor.

In my 
profession, I  

specialized in the care 
of human beings who 

possess super 
human abilities.

I also specialized 
in human psychology, 

and behavioral cognition 
to help humans’ and 

heroes’ mental 
state.

I had a few one-on-
one evaluation 
sessions with Kevin 
Carter when he was 
four and five years 
old.

I noticed specific 
behaviors that seemed to 
be. . .

Unusual. . . 

he shows the following 
characteristics: avoiding eye 
contact with the speaker. . .

inappropriate Laughter. . .



sustained, unusual, 
repetitive play, Such as 
rotating objects. . .

displays difficulties 
when interacting with 

others or prefers to be 
alone. . .

also displays 
inappropriate responses 

to specific sounds. . .

he also shows no fear of 
real danger, which can 
cause danger to himself- 

- or to others.



by looking at these 
results, I have 

concluded that Kevin 
Carter has AUTISM.

Fortunately, he is 
high functioning, which 
means he’s high on the 

spectrum. so he should 
be able to have a 

relatively normal life 
with minimal 
assistance.

but that’s 
not the reason 

for this meeting, 
is it?

THAT IS RIGHT. DUE TO 
THE RECENT 

DIAGNOSIS, THE GUILD 
OF JUSTICE  HEREBY 
ORDERs THAT KEVIN 

CARTER be relieved 
of HIS POWERS BY 

POWER STERILE 
INJECTION.

YOU 
CAN’t DO 

THAT!

YOU DON’T HAVE A CHOICE IN THIS 
MATTER. YOUR SON stands in the 

violation of THE KELLER LAW- 
“BEINGs WITH DISABILITIES CANNOT 

TAKE  on ROLEs OF JUSTICE, 
VIGILANTES, OR HEROES.”  

AFTER THE ISAAC KELLER 
INCIDENT, the law was put 

into effect by a 
unanimous vote of the 

league.

KEVIN CARTER MUST RECEIVE 
THIS INJECTION BEFORE THE 
WEEK IS OVER OR FACE THE 

MATTER OF JUSTICE. 

MEETING ADJOURNED.



Carter residence, 
5 days later

Kathy, 
I don’t know 

if i can do 
this?

what 
choice do we 
have James?

they will hunt 
us down if we 

resist. There’s 
no way around 

this.
if you don’t 

mind. . .

there 
has to be. kevin 

is the only 
offspring who even 

has powers!

… I think I 
have a 

solution.

it’s Called 
the DE-Power 

watch.



what is 
that?

for now, 
set the watch on 

child lock and keep it 
on kevin at all times. 
let’s see how well he 

can function as a 
normal kid, before 

showing he has 
powers.

i’ll forge 
the documents to 
get the guild of 
justice off your 

back.

why are you 
doing this?

a while ago, my 
son also had 

superpowers, but he 
had A.L.D. at 11 years 
old. the Guild forced 

me to take away his 
powers, before I 

could fix him.

I promised to help 
out everyone with or 

without powers.

but not like 
this.

before the power 
sterile shot was made, we 

had these watches that would 
perform the same effect, 

but temporarily.

most were 
destroyed when 

the shot was made. 
no one would be 

able to recognize 
this now. I kept this 

watch just in 
case.



the car was 
stuck. they 

needed help.

Alright son, 
explain it to 

me again.

how did you 
take off the 

watch, and what 
did you do?

I just 
wanted to 

help. 

look 
at me when 
I’m talking 

to you.

you know 
you’re not 
allowed to 

take this 
off.

you can’t 
jus-

I 
thought I’m 

supposed to do 
good things!

WHY? SO people 
think of me as A  
Disabled KID?!

you 
can’t

 use your 
POWERS!

Kevin Carter, Age 
12



you 
better be sorry! 

you’re lucky that i am 
able to absorb 

energy
that 

could kill 
someone.

OH GOD, MOM, 
IM SORRY!

-i did not 
say you ARE 

disabled! I’m 
your mother!! I’m 

saying 
that you 

should think 
first before 
using your 
powers at 

all.

Am I just a lost 
Cause?

and I can’t 
use them, 

because I have 
Autism. I don’t even 

know how to use 
them right.

I don’t know 
what to do! I have 
all these powers

no son, 
you’re not. you 

have great powers 
and a great 

heart.

I’m just 
worried that 
you’ll make a 

mistake and will be 
taken away from 

me.

that’s why I don’t 
want you to use 
your powers.

how 
about this, I 

will teach you 
how to control 
your powers, so 

that you don’t have 
one of these 
outbursts 

again.
but for 

now, lets 
keep the 

watch on.
Okay?



Kevin Carter, 
Age 18

Hey Guys, I got 
all b’s on my 

report card again.

great job 
son.

before you go, 
can we have a word 

with you?

well i’m out 
of here. I 

don’t think i’ll 
be out late.

Yeah, what’s 
wrong?



nothing’s 
wrong.

we just want 
to tell you that 

we are proud of how 
much you have 

improved over the 
years. we didn’t expect 

you to do so well in 
life.

we mean it. it 
has been almost 6 

years since you 
used your 
powers.

since then, 
you have been a 

wonderful child 
who has 

accomplished 
so much.

it may not 
seem fair, but 

we’re pretty happy 
that you kept your 
powers a secret 
for this long. 

I wish I could do 
more.

I’m heading out 
to the movies, let 
me know if you can 

pick me up.



Later that Night. Man, i’ll be 
stuck here all 

night.

well it is 
nighttime, maybe I 

could. . .

HELP!
I’m 

being 
robbed!

- Messages
-Mom

Dad is 
stopping a villain, I’m stopping a fire. take the bus home

no one is 
here to 
help you 

lady.



come on lady, 
all we want is a 

few bucks.
yea we 

wouldn’t want 
anyone to get 

hur-



what are you 
stupid?

Answer 
me!

DROP IT!

the purse.
jesus, 

what do you 
want?



but, I 
recommend 
you still 
call the 
police.

I think 
everything 
is still in 

there.

I’ve 
never seen 
you before. 
what do they 

call you?

i’m just your 
average Joe 

Hero.

uh, 
nothing. . .



We know what you 
did. The commissioner 

asked if we know about a 
superhuman running 

around in street 
clothes.

After all this time we 
thought we could trust you not to 

use your powers. The law states that NO 
ONE on the autistism spectrum can have 
superpowers or perform the role of 

a SUPERHERO.

Now that you’ve 
disobeyed our orders 

and broken the law, what 
do you have to say for 

yourself?

You know what? I’m tired of 
pretending to be normal! I’m 

gifted with powers–I would still try 
to help people out even if I have my 

powers taken away! I know it might be 
hard to understand, but I was born 

from two superheroes. Saving is in my 
nature, it’s in my blood. I WILL SHOW 

THE WORLD THAT ANYONE CAN BE A 
HERO, EVEN IF THEY ARE DENIED 

BEING ONE!



sigh
I had a 

feeling that 
this would 

happen.

We can always use 
another hero in this city, 
and we are glad that it is 

you.

Be careful when 
communicating with others 

and try to keep a low 
profile. We will help you 

as much as we can.

This, my 
son, is a basic 

hero mask. Many 
Heroes like me and 

your mother have used 
these them to 
disguise our 
identities. 

but they 
don’t raise a 
brow when a 
ROUGE HERO 

comes into play 
unless he 

makes a big 
scene. 

We cannot have 
you as our 

sidekick, because 
the Guild of 

Justice will get 
suspicious, 

The option is 
yours to decide 

how you will 
look to the 

world.

Thank 
you guys, I 

promise to use 
these powers to 

protect the 
people around 

me.



And so Kevin Carter became 
the Rogue hero of Channel 
City Known As “JOE HERO”.

Little did he know that 
being a superhero can 
create or break the human 
spirit. What Perils will he 
face?

Will his identity be 
revealed? Will the 
Guild of Justice 
Discover Joe Hero 
has Autism?

is he strong 
enough to work 
along side such 
Legendary Heroes 
such as 
Awesome man 
or 
Starwoman?

Find Out more in 
the next issue of 
Joe Hero


